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WINNING A SEAT IN THE GREATER LONDON

AUTHORITY ELECTIONS MAY 2012
CPA Candidate Selection for London Assembly Underway

London voters go to the polls again in May
2012 to elect a new London Mayor and 25
members of the London Assembly. It's another
exciting opportunity to see the first ever
Christian Democrat elected to the Authority,
which takes strategic decisions for the capital.
Just 5 per cent of the vote is enough to
qualify for an Assembly seat, under PR voting.

The Christian Peoples Alliance (CPA) is now
prayerfully selecting candidates to stand in
the London Assembly elections. Supporters
of the party who live or work in the capital
are invited to apply for adoption by the
CPA (see inside pg3 for full details). We
need candidates to run in the 13 Assembly
constituencies and a further 12 to stand on
the Assembly List. Will you stand with us as
we offer hope for London?

Prayer is also needed to see the right man
or woman come forward as the Christian
choice for London Mayor. In 2008, CPA
Leader Alan Craig ran for Mayor against Boris
Johnson, Ken Livingstone and Brian Paddick.
He fought a tremendous campaign, following
in the footsteps of Ram Gidoomal CBE who
stood in 2004 and 2000. The right person
will have what it takes to run a complex
organisation, campaign on a full breath of
issues relevant to Londoners and represent
the heart of Gospel values.

The last time the electorate voted for
Mayor and the Assembly in 2008, the CPA
ran in electoral alliance with the Christian
Party, standing as The Christian Choice.

Votes were won from 70,294 people, or
2.86% on the London List, compared to the

55,000 or 2.86%
of the vote the CPA
won in 2004. This
placed Christian
Choice first of all
the groups outside
the Assembly and
well ahead of UKIP
and parties of the
Left, who have
either London MEPs
or wide media
coverage.

Winning a seat
to the London
Assembly really is
possible, if enough
Christians spread
the word where they
live. Supporters need
to engage with local
news media, church
bodies and other
CPA activists so that
voters know enough
about the Christian
Peoples Alliance for
them to go on and
trust us with a vote.

It's going to be a
fantastic campaign,
with opportunities
to fight for a vision
of London based on
love of neighbour,
passion for justice

CPA Leader,
Alan Craig

“It’s remarkable that
there are numerous
London boroughs

- such as Ealing,
Brent, Lewisham and
Newham - where
huge numbers of
people vote for the
Christian alternative
just because it's there
on the ballot paper. So
much more could be
achieved if Christian
Peoples Alliance
supporters were out
telling their friends
and neighbours we
have values they
share. This is

a challenge we

must all rise to.
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and hope for the many who feel abandoned
by the secular political parties. Candidates will
lead local campaigns which draw in ordinary
Christians. Even if not a candidate, supporters
of the CPA are invited to play their part.

In each of three successive elections, the
CPA-backed ticket has won around 3 per
cent of the vote, whilst doing only minimal
campaigning. Our aim is to double this
support by reaching out to the large numbers
of people who are looking for a Christian
alternative. This means that of the 600,000
Christians which the London Church Leaders
Group say go to church weekly (another
million also attend church regularly), we
need 140,000 to vote for the CPA London
Assembly List. There are also many other
people who want to vote for the values which
made Britain Great, even if they dont call
themselves Christian.

Read inside for full details on the London
Elections 2012.

NOVEMBER 25TH-26TH 2011 ¢ CONFERENCE AND CPA ANNUAL RALLY

BEYOND INDIVIDUALISM - WHY SOCIETY NEEDS A CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION with the European Christian Political Movement and Christian Concern
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The Annual rally and AGM of the
Christian Peoples Alliance is on Saturday
26th November in central London and will
be held in conjunction with a conference of
the European Christian Political Movement
(ECPM) starting on Friday 25th. The theme
will look at the connection between the
decline of Christian shared values and Britain
and Europe’s moral, financial and political
collapse.

All supporters and members of the CPA
are invited to attend the 2-day event, which

is sponsored by the ECPM, of which the CPA are
members. Heavily subsidised, early bookings are
just £20 for Friday, £15 for Saturday and £30
for both days, including lunch, refreshments
and conference materials. The location is the
Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London on
Friday and Quadrant House, 10 Fleet Street on
Saturday.

Chaired by Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, guest
speakers include CPA Leader Alan Craig, Ed
Miliband’s advisor Lord Maurice Glasman,

Philip Blond of ResPublica, Franck Margain of
the French Christian Democrats, former Dutch
Defence Minister Eimert van Middelkoop

and leader of the ‘No’ Campaign in the EU
Referendum in Ireland, Declan Ganley.

The ECPM is a pan-European political
association of Christian Democratic parties,
Catholic family associations and Christian think-
tanks which is campaigning for a Christian social
and economic vision for Europe. The event will
help network CPA activists with fellow Christian
Democrats in Europe and joint organisers,
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Christian Concern. Don’t miss it!

Resolutions relating to CPA policy, officer
reports and the Strategic Plan 2015 will be
debated on Saturday morning during the CPA
AGM, starting 0930am at Quadrant House.
Submissions to info@cpaparty.org.uk

To reserve your place on one or both
days, visit the conference website: www.
beyondindividualism.org



FIGHTING ELECTIONS

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
TO POLITICS WHERE
YOU ARE!

There are plenty of Christian campaign groups
working to impact Parliament and politics.
But only the Christian Peoples Alliance exists
as a political party campaigning for Christian
Democratic values and policies at election
time.

Anyone in Britain who shares our vision
and values can stand for election where
they are at local level. One such person who
did this is Paul Pickhaver, church elder and
former civil servant in the Treasury and Home
Office, who has been working to serve his
community in west London. He made a huge
impact in the Surbiton Hill by-election.
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When a seat fell vacant for Kingston
Council, Paul decided to run for the CPA,
seeing the vote treble after delivering
excellent leaflets and speaking to hundreds
on the doorsteps.

You too can challenge the secular status
guo in your neighbourhood. Standing for
your Council can make a real impact on
politics at little cost. Email press@cpaparty.
org.uk if you wish to do this or call 07873
625396 on what steps you need to take.

s \When | heard that
our local Lib Dem
councillor had
resigned, my first
thought was: ‘this

is an opportunity

to raise a voice for what really matters to local
people.” The riots in London (thankfully not in our
area) had focussed people’s minds on what kind
of society we want to build and what is meant by
‘community’.

I'd lived in Surbiton for 27 years, married and
been dad to three teenage daughters. | had been
active in the community in a number of ways
from serving as a school governor, to involvement
in a local church and various community
activities. More recently | had been involved with
Kingston Council and spoke to the local MP
about concerns and responses to local needs. In
my role as a local church leader I've been sensing
that God’s call on all our lives is simply this — to
make God visible.

God is committed to justice and mercy and
has a heart for the poor - Jesus’ words and
actions have plenty to say about that — our faith
is about more than words it has to be about
actions too. St Francis of Asissi is quoted as
saying ‘preach the gospel at all times and where
necessary use words’. James 2 v 17 says Faith by
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
It was these thoughts and my personal faith that
motivated me to run for the Christian Peoples
Alliance.

| did recognise that it would take a great
deal of time and energy, but | committed to run
to win. The reality was that it was going to be
a tough fight between the two main parties,
but | felt it was important to stand up as a local
Christian and as a local church leader and have
something to say about the issues people were
talking about.

| had a few questions at the start — would
| be treated seriously by residents? Would the
‘Christian’ tag be a barrier? Did | really have
anything to offer to what was an incredibly
diverse ward? And would my involvement in

OUR LINKS TO EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN
D EMOC RACY David Campanale, CPA President

Across Europe, Christians of all denominations
helped set up Christian Democratic parties to
resist the advance of secularism and to promote
church social teaching. In Britain, the Christian
Peoples Alliance party exists for the same
purpose and is part of this wider family.

So what is distinctive about Christian
Democracy? The former General Secretary of
the European Union of Christian Democrats,
Thomas Jansen, said: "Christian Democrats exist
in the political centre, using the means of the
Right, to pursue the agenda of the Left". This
mirrors the place of the CPA in British politics.

The Christian Peoples Alliance is neither
Left or Right, but holds to church teaching
on marriage, family and respect for life, as
we believe policies promoting the importance
of these relationships will help tackle inter-
generational inequality and social breakdown.
The Left wants social justice, as we do. The
Right wants stability, order and property rights.
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Only Christian Democrats combine the priorities
of ending deep inequalities and poverty with
respect for social institutions, such as marriage.
The evidence backs up the Christian Democratic
approach of the CPA in the pursuit of human
flourishing.

However, it is the 'Christian' aspect of this
European-wide movement that appeals to
the CPA. In some countries, political parties
calling themselves Christian have lost their
way, adopting policies opposed to Gospel
values. So, the European Peoples Party (the
EPP) in the European Parliament has good
Christian Democrats inside it, but also neo-
liberal conservatives. The CPA seeks links with
authentic Christian Democrats.

Into the picture has come the European
Christian Political Movement (ECPM), made up
of Christian politicians, which seeks to renew
the wider movement through a more biblical
approach to politics. It is supported by both
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= CHRISTIAN POLITICAL ACTIVISM.
- THE SURBITON BY-ELECTION STORY

_ Paul Pickhaver explains the impact of standing
- for your local Council

a local election spoil the relationships | had
developed with other elected representatives?
Despite those doubts and questions | decided to
stand.

Fighting an election did prove to be a lot
of work. But | felt hugely encouraged and
supported by other CPA members who rang,
texted, emailed to say they were praying, sent
cheques and who travelled to help with leafleting
and canvassing. | cannot speak too highly of the
tremendous support and encouragement | felt
from every one of those helpers. Some sound
advice one person gave me at the start was to
remember the reason | was doing this and not to
let the issues and political activity take over — that
proved to be a real source of strength and focus
at times.

So what was achieved? Well, the turnout
was low but the CPA saw the biggest swing of
any of the parties, trebling our vote from 2010.
The response from the other candidates and the
local MP has been admiration for the way the
campaign was run and for our achievements.

Even weeks after the campaign, councillors |
meet are still saying: ‘well done, you ran a strong
campaign!’ Rather than a fear that relationships
might be affected the opposite is true — if
anything there is an increasing willingness to
listen what we are saying about local issues.

I'm not on the Council, but | have regular
calls and emails and invitations to speak to the
Council, front line agencies, local trades unions
groups and voluntary sector forums about
deprivation, child poverty, youth services, social
enterprise and business capacity building ideas.

One of my favourite verses is Isaiah 40 v 9
which reminds us that we have good news, and
encourages us to lift up our voices and say to
the city: ‘Here is your God'. | think our campaign
in Surbiton was about raising that kind of voice
— not preaching at our town but demonstrating
that the people matter, that their concerns are
not ignored, that we show care, compassion,
love. When we act to demonstrate the character
of God to our towns, | believe we make God
visible.

ECPM brings together Christians in politics
from across Europe

Roman Catholics and evangelicals as it makes
church encyclicals central to policy-making. The
CPA is the British wing of the Movement, which
embraces Christian Democratic parties from the
borders of Russia, to Scandanavia in the north
to the Balkans in the south.

Come and meet fellow Christians in politics
from around Europe at our Westminster
conference in November.

Visit www.ecpm.info/en



LONDON ELECTION NEWS MAY 2012

A ‘NEW MORAL PURPOSE" NEEDED FOLLOWING STREET RIOTS

Sid Cordle MBE, CPA Council

In May 2012, London voters will be given the
choice of how the city will be led. The Christian
Peoples Alliance will be offering a new moral
vision rooted in the Christian faith that addresses
the causes of last summer’s street riots.

What we witnessed last August was shocking;
apparently “love your neighbour” and “You
shall not steal” were unknown commands. Well
over half of the rioters were under the age of
18 and most of those convicted had previous
offences. Few were in higher education or had
been at university. These were people without
the qualifications that help convey inclusion in
society. They came from the most socially and
economically deprived areas of our cities.

From research carried out in schools across
England, we know that the groups who rioted
were mainly disadvantaged white children and
Afro-Caribbean black children, who have the
least respect for the basic virtues of civil society.

But the rich can’t escape blame either. Few
wealthy people are as philanthropic as American
rich people are. The rich in England, bankers and
celebrities, don’t show a great example to the
young. They spend it largely on themselves and
their wants. They too have no moral compass
and young people see this. They see the rich
taking what they want, without really earning it
and do the same. Much the same could be said
about our politicians, with their expense accounts
and pursuit of immoral policies.

A moral outlook is learnt in the home and
should be re-enforced in schools. However, the

education system equivocates over which values
it wants to promote and ends up endorsing
‘whatever pleases you'. Teachers are stripped of
their moral authority and struggle to control their
classes, because they lack real sanctions. The
CPA believes greater emphasis is required on the
child as a member of the community with certain
duties and responsibilities.

Many public figures think what they do in
private has no effect on the public consciousness.
But it does. The CPA will take a serious look at
schools and parents, especially the situation of
single mothers. The government needs to do
something about
parents — and I'm
not talking about
running courses
for parents. We
should not be

.. ."love your
neighbour”
and “You shall

not steal celebrating the

were unknown  ideathatmen
can have children

commands. with multiple

partners without

responsibility, with no social stigma attached to it.

Young people have had the void inside them
filled with consumerism and a desire for celebrity.
Teachers have sought to construct a rationale
for moral education without subscribing to any
particular set of values — parents have done the
same. It seems they find identifying with any set
of values to be deeply problematic in a pluralist

Dark Age. The secularisation process, and the
loss of transcendent values that comes with it, is
rampant in the UK.

Many of our young people have little in the
way of a stake in society — they have fewer
and fewer public amenities to stimulate them in
the form of public libraries, community centres,
youth clubs, or sporting facilities.

In the London campaign, the Christian Peoples
Alliance will make the following responses to the
riots.

1 Return to Christian values at every level of
society, including the service of others and the
pursuit of justice.

2 Teach these values throughout the school
system

3 Place renewed emphasis on the importance
of family whether it relates to tax, education,
health or work.

4 Include prayer at every level, in the London
Assembly, in schools as well as in church,
that God may have mercy on us and lead and
direct us in the right way.

Young people have rioted once. Unless we
address deep inequalities, exclusion and the lack
of a shared moral purpose in society, they will
most certainly happen again.

Join us in our campaign for London.

society. It seems we have entered a new moral

BECOMING A
CPA CANDIDATE

All supporters of the Christian Peoples
Alliance who live or work in London are
invited to apply to become a candidate in the
GLA elections for May 2012.

CPA candidates can apply to run in one of
14 London Assembly districts (see adjacent
article) or on the CPA List, which requires 11
candidates.

It doesn't matter if you are new to politics
—what London is looking for are people of
integrity, vision and values. To apply, please
email the CPA Nominations Officer, Stephen
Hammond on stephen@greenwichcpa.org.uk
or call 07789 224051 for more information.
You will be sent a Candidate's Application
Form, where you can state your experience
and purpose.

Before being adopted as a candidate by
the Christian Peoples Alliance, applicants will
be invited to interview, where information will
be shared on what is expected and what the
campaign objectives are.

CHECK OUT CPA POLICY

Party policy is continually revised and updated by

the CPA Federal Council and Policy Committee.

Our website has available key policy documents:

* Not By Bread Alone General Election
Manifesto, 2010

» The Mayflower Declaration Statement of
CPA Philosophy, 2000

* A Time of Jubilee European Parliamentary
Elections, 2009

* Passion for London Policies for the Greater
London Authority, 2004

* Loving God and Neighbour Politics for a
Fairer Scotland, 2011

* Bias to the Poor Local Government
Manifesto, 2002
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LONDON ASSEMBLY
CONSTITUENCIES Enfield
FOCUS OF CPA
ACTION

and
Haringey /g

Havering
and
Redbridge

Candidates running in May 2012 for
the CPA really do have a strong
chance of making an impact on
London politics and even getting
elected! This is because of the
system of proportional
representation (PR) that is used.

Londoners have 4 votes - 1st and 2nd
preference for Mayor, a vote for the PR List
and a vote using first past the post (winner
takes all) in individual constituencies. In the
past 3 elections, the CPA has had candidates
running in all these votes and has made a big
impression. We've just fallen short of taking one
of the eleven List seats.

The top candidate on the CPA Assembly List
needs to win just 5% of the overall List vote to
qualify for a seat. But to achieve this, the CPA
candidates in the boroughs must campaign to
win. The good news is that the vote for the
Christian 'ticket' has been consistently high
across London.

For people to vote CPA, they must first know
something about us and this is best learnt at
local level, through information and campaigns
run by Christians they know. This is why CPA
needs candidates gifted to make a political
impact in their local community.

The campaign by the CPA will be run in
the 14 Assembly constituencies, which are
made up by combining adjacent boroughs. So,
London South West is made up of Kingston,
Hounslow and Richmond; Merton is linked with
Wandsworth, Sutton with Croydon, Lewisham

City and East

Greenwich
and |
Lewisham

with Greenwich, Lambeth and Southwark

and Bexley with Bromley. North of the river
Thames, West Central is made up of Kensington
with Hammersmith & Fulham and the City of
Westminster; Ealing is linked to Hillingdon, Brent
with Harrow, Barnet and Camden, Enfield with
Haringey, North East is made up of Hackney,
Islington and Waltham Forest, Havering with
Redbridge and the City and East constituency,
which is made up of Barking and Dagenham,
City, Newham and Tower Hamlets.

Teams are being established in

each London borough to back our
candidates. If you wish to play your
part and make a difference to the
capital, please email info@cpaparty.
org.uk or call 07873 625396.

WINTER 2011



WHY BRlTAlN NEEDS CHR'ST'AN DEMOCRACY Tom Rogers, CPA Executive

Thomas Hobbes once famously suggested
that without the ‘social contract’ of civil
society, in which a peace-promoting balance is
achieved between individual rights and social
responsibilities, life for mankind would be, as
he put it, ‘nasty, brutish and short’. Our nation
received a dramatic and frightening insight
into such an eventuality during the mass riots
and looting sprees over summer; but this moral
anarchy is also embedding itself in a more
insidious form in our medical and nursing
culture.

As Christian Democrats, the guarantee of
a such a ‘social contract’ comes not through
our faith in the Sovereignty of an all-powerful
State, but rather in the Sovereignty of our
all-powerful Creator, Who has shown us an
example of sacrificial love and service towards
our neighbour — based on the recognition that
they are of infinite value, made in the image and
likeness of God Himself. Where this is rejected
autonomy of the self soon becomes the be-
all-and-end-all, whatever the consequences
to oneself or others; and the time, effort and
patience required for caring for the sick and
needy inevitably fall in short supply, missing also
the opportunity for the deep human growth and
fulfillment that such sacrificial care brings.

For those who do not think society should be
faced with either the inconvenience or expense
of caring for the sick, the tactic has always been
to exploit our natural human fear and anxiety
about the prospect of being in helpless pain and
suffering — a fear normally eased by the very
care that is now increasingly being withheld.

The Mental Capacity Act (2005) enshrined in
law an earlier judgement by the High Courts —
relating to the case of Hillsborough victim Tony
Bland — which redefined the provision of food
and fluids as ‘medical treatment’ which can
be withdrawn if it is deemed to be in the new
vaguely defined ‘best interests’ of patients, or if
the patient has made an ‘advancement directive’
to that end. Legally starving and dehydrating

patients has unsurprisingly contributed to an
escalating culture of abuse and neglect in our
hospitals and care homes.

A recent study by the University of
Manchester found that at least 400, and even
up to 1,200, more people died than would
have been expected at Mid Staffordshire NHS

Foundation Trust, according to investigations in

2009 and 2010; and highlighted the fact that
the Trust’s patients were abandoned without
food, drink or medication. Another recent
investigation by the Daily Mail into the death
certificates of care home residents in England

and Wales between 2005 and 2009 found 667

victims of dehydration and 157 of malnutrition.
Guidelines published by the director of public

prosecutions (DPP) in 2010 have effectively
also decriminalised assisted suicide in a wide

range of circumstances, and Parliament is under

continued pressure to enshrine in law and
further extend this liberalization. The liberal
media establishment has long propagandized
in favour of euthanasia, and in June the BBC

continued its push for assisted suicide with the

showing of Terry Pratchett’s Choosing to Die.
The right to kill, oneself or others, is
portrayed as an act of compassion — the only
humane solution in the face of unavoidable
suffering. Both of these misleading assertions

must be challenged. We must explode the myth

that assisted suicide is any kind of solution or
escape from suffering — quite the opposite.
Aside from selling the deceitful allusion of a

comforting oblivion at the point of and beyond
death, euthanasia always saps the will of society
to develop and provide cures and therapies for

the improvement or saving of peoples’ lives.
Good palliative care is what genuinely
enables people to ‘die with dignity’, but in
Holland, which effectively decriminalized as
far back as 1984, there are only around 10

hospices in the whole country, compared to 280

in the UK. Furthermore, there are around 185

Christian Peoples Alliance supports
pro-life causes

Holland. Euthanasia prevents the relief of pain
and suffering.

Trying to eliminate suffering and sickness by
eliminating the sick and suffering themselves is
therefore a very self-defeating approach. One
will suffer without hope of care or cure from a
society no longer willing to provide it — neglect,
abuse and death will be all that is offered. As
well as rigorously opposing moves in favour of
euthanasia, we can help combat this mentality
by showing that every life really is worth caring
for.

The CPA's general-election manifesto,’Not by
Bread Alone’, detailed a robust and developed
programme of care for the sick and elderly,
designed to embed once again values of
compassion and respect for life into our society.
We must intensify our campaigning in this area,
as what is left of our Christian-inspired care
systems come under assault. We can play our
part in turning the tide by helping to pioneer a
life-affirming Christian politics, which as well as
standing in elections also involves being active
advocates for care in our communities.

pain clinics in the UK but less than 10 in all of

CONTACT
INFORMATION

CPA Federal Office
St Luke's Centre , 85 Tarling
Road, London E16 1HN

0845 4565 478

info@cpaparty.org.uk

www.cpaparty.org.uk

EVENT LISTINGS

NOVEMBER 25th & 26th
CPA & ECPM Conference in Westminster.
All invited.

MAY 3rd

e Elections will be held to 131 English local
authorities, all 32 Scottish local authorities and all
22 Welsh councils.

e Elections for the London mayorality and the
London Assembly.

NOVEMBER 2012
The Government have timetabled the inaugural
election of Crime and police commissioners.

NEWS ROUND UP

B Kingston & Surbiton
CPA have been active in
opposing local authority
cuts that will impact

on disabled people.
Supporters at the launch
of 'Kingston Against the
Cuts', CPA members have
spoken up on families
going hungry, against
housing benefit cuts and
the impact of benefit cuts
on women with children.
B CPA activists are
regularly quoted in the
national, regional and
local press for speaking
out on Christian

liberty matters, social
justice causes and why
Britain needs Christian
Democracy. Alan Craig
has regular speaking
engagements and is

a sought-after media
commentator, recently
appearing on CNN, LBC,
in the Daily Express,
Sunday Telegraph, Premier
Christian Radio and on the
BBC.

M In Sheffield, Sid

Cordle MBE convenes
regular meetings for

local supporters of CPA
to discuss the political
situation and a Christian
response.

M In Newham, local CPA
supporters are continuing
to serve the community
of Canning Town, despite
losing seats in the local
elections. Alan Craig has
stepped down as local
leader, but new leaflets
are planned with the aim
of fighting to win the
seats back. Do you wish
to help? Peter Vickers is
local Campaign Manager
and can be reached on
northendchamps@aol.com
or 07856 054554.

B CPA transport policy
has now been adopted
by the London Mayor!
Ram Gidoomal CBE's
idea in his CPA Mayoral
campaigns for a Peoples
Bond to finance London's
Crossrail project will

see £600m raised

from capital markets.
Selling the Bond wvill

go towards the £3.5bn
the Greater London
Authority is contributing

Published and Promoted by Peter Vickers of the CPA, both at St. Luke’s Community Centre, 85 Tarling Road, London, E16 THN.
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to the £15bn project for
a new underground line.
Accessing the public debt
markets will help the GLA
shave an estimated £65m
off its borrowing costs,
equivalent to an entire
year's revenue from the
Business Rate Supplement.
M CPA Leader Alan Craig
has been working with
Baroness Cox on her
Private Members Bill
about Sharia courts and
continues to campaign
against the West Ham
mega-mosque whose
masterplan will be
published early in 2012.
He founded the Lovelos
group to highlight attacks
and persecution of
Christians in central and
northern Nigeria.

M Alan Craig co-hosts a
regular weekly current
affairs programme

on Revelation TV, has

a monthly column in

the Church of England
Newspaper and a running
Christian commentary on
blog, www.AlansAngle.
com





